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Rwanda’s invasion and occupation of Congo amounted to a
crime of aggression.

After invading Congo in 1996 and toppling Mobutu Sese Seko in
1997, Rwandan forces and their proxies escalated their brutality
against Congolese civilians.

Congolese who resisted were violently targeted. Early attacks in
Uvira in South Kivu were crimes against humanity and attempts
to destroy communities.






Lack of accountability

Rwanda’s impunity has fueled the war in Congo.

Failure of the ICTR and ICC to prosecute grave violations of
international law has enabled 30-year Paul Kagame’s crusade.

Lack of justice has impeded our historical understanding of the
violence.






MASSIVE HUMAN SUFFERING

Several million people have died in Congo’s war.

Mortality study in 2007 showed 5.4 million deaths from direct
violence and war-related diseases.

Up to 6 million IDPs; collapse of health services infrastructure
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
DRC AT A GLANCE

as of 31 May 2026
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Highlights

1. After Sudan, the DRC? is the country with the second-largest population of internally displaced persons in Africa.
2. Beyond internal displacement, the DRC also serves as a host country for over S00,000 refugees and asyium seekers from
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3. The absence of an adeguate civil registration system exposes many peogie in the DRC to the risk of statelessness. which risks
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4, In eastern DRC, the provinces of turi, North Kiva, and South Kivu are grappling with an Ebols virus disease outbreak
unfolding in a particularty challenging environment, characterized by persistent insecurity, population displacement, and limsited
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RWANDA'’S WAR TACTICS IN CONGO

Attack civilians, use terror, force them to flee villages rich in resources.
Rwandan troops and proxies seize land, crops and minerals.

In recent years, Rwandans and proxies have seized agricultural land in
Congo: in Rutshuru, Masisi, Walungu and Lubero in North Kivu, and
farming areas around Goma.

Rape has been used as a weapon of war by all groups as a form of
terrorism. But it was exported and used as a deliberate strategy by
Rwanda when it launched its invasion. Rape is likelier to occur in mining

areas.



DESTROYING CONGO’S CENTRE OF GRAVITY

Western-sponsored peace agreements have enabled the infiltration of Congo’s army
by Rwanda and its Congolese proxies, through brassage and mixage.

Political leaders who have betrayed Congo were given top positions in power-sharing
governments.

For decades, Rwanda’s militias (the AFDL, RCD, CNDP, and M23) have been able to set
up parallel command structures within the Congolese military apparatus that allowed
them to commit recidivist slaughter.

The military has not been able to defend the nation.The country remains infiltrated
and Kagame’s forces now control lucrative artisanal mining areas.



RWANDA'S 30-YEAR PROFITING FROM WAR

The UN has documented extensive evidence of Rwanda’s trafficking in tantalum,
tin, tungsten & gold (3TG) from Congo.

Rwanda’s own mineral production is verifiably poor, according to industry players.
Rwanda smuggles, sells and profits from laundered minerals from Congo.

The material driving forces of the war in Congo are rooted in the trafficking of
artisanal materials by Rwanda.

Rwanda’s exports of minerals, especially tantalum, are currently at record levels
because its troops and militia control key mining areas in eastern Congo.



RWANDA'S LAUNDERING OF MINERALS INTO THE GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN

Laundered Minerals Sold by Rwanda

Processors Capacitor Makers Refiners &
such as: Global such as: AVX Smelters such as:

Advanced Metals and Kemet Ulba, MSC
and Ningxia

BIC TECH & WEAPONS COMPANIES



RWANDA HAS RECEIVED EXTENSIVE SUPPORT & COVER FROM THE WEST

Paul Kagame and Yoweri Museveni have been geopolitical linchpins for the US.

The US set up a military task force in Rwanda to assist Rwandan troops in toppling
Mobutu in 1996-97, providing reconnaissance, surveillance and combat aircraft for
Kagame’s military sweep. US military intelligence was central to the overthrow.

Kagame and his forces used US military and satellite communication to locate and kill
Hutu refugees in Congo’s jungle, in crimes the UN has classified as a possible
genocide.

These crimes remain unpunished.



TANTALUM MINES IN RUBAYA IN EASTERN DRC
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CONGO’S RESOURCE LEVERAGE IS KEY TO REBUILDING AND GROWTH

Congo is the global top producer of cobalt, a critical mineral powering energy
systems.

Congo is the second biggest producer of copper, which electrifies our digital and
industrial economy.

If war stops, Congo could fully build its infrastructure, its ports and inland terminals.

Congo could become an economic powerhouse in Africa.

The spin-off potential for neighboring states and entire continent could be
tremendous.
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PEACE AND PROSPERITY REQUIRE POLITICALACTION

Sustainable development depends on removing Rwanda’s incentive to wage war in
Congo.

Rwanda must be removed from the global supply chain of minerals.

Rwanda’s troops and its allied militia must be removed from eastern Congo.
The AU, the UN and international community must level an arms embargo on Rwanda.
Paul Kagame has used the argument of pre-emptory self-defence to justify Rwanda’s

military presence in Congo for 30 years yet his commandos have staged crimes and
blamed these acts on their military enemies.



ADDRESSING IMPUNITY

The ICTR and ICC have obstructed justice and enabled Kagame and his commanders to
wage war. Both courts have amassed significant evidence crimes to prosecute.

Kagame has command responsibility for crimes committed in Congo. As commander in
chief of Rwanda’s military, he is responsible for recruiting, training and directing
operations of the M23 militia.

The AU should support the creation of an independent African-led and funded court to
prosecute Kagame and his generals.

Victims should use universal jurisdiction laws in Europe, Canada and the US to
prosecute individuals and corporations who may be complicit in Rwanda’s crimes.
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