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With the recent quest to diversify the Nigerian economy towards agriculture, large scale
agricultural activities will spring up, requiring appropriate legal and regulatory framework.
A cursory look at small and medium scale agricultural activities in Nigeria reveal that
currently, serious human rights violations exist, lack of transparency is exhibited and
discriminatory laws and practices are promoted. This can only get worse with increased
participation in agricultural activities. Human rights to life and property have been made
insignificant in the farmers-herders conflict, with thousands of lives and properties
destroyed. Recent studies have shown that agricultural activities, products and wastes now
constitute one of the major causes of water pollution, leading to unsafe water and
environmental degradation in Nigeria. Unregulated chemical uses for production and
storage of agricultural produce have adverse effects on the health of the producers and
consumers. Labour and safety standards require strict observance, to guarantee the human
rights of the employees. Yet, significantly lower and discriminatory wages are paid to rural
women labourers than are paid to their male counterparts. The aim of this paper is to identify
and examine the varied cases of human rights violations and discriminatory practices that
arise from agricultural activities in Nigeria. It employs the rule of law theory to explore
approaches at mitigating human rights abuses in agricultural resources development in
Nigeria. It recommends a proactive strategy to combating these menaces before Nigeria
embarks on large scale agricultural activities so as to thwart its ill effects on lives, properties
and the environment.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Developments and exploration of natural resources in the Niger-Delta region of Nigeria
began with little regulation of activities.1 These resulted to adverse effects on the lives, health
status and the environment of the occupants of the region. The air, land and water were
polluted, resulting to infringements on their rights to life, health, food, clean water and
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healthy environment.2 Later regulation of the activities leading to these adverse effects could
become difficult to currently negotiate and implement, in the presence of profit-oriented
multinational companies. With the recent quest to diversify the Nigerian economy towards
agriculture, large scale agricultural activities will spring up and attract foreign investments by
big and multinational companies. There is therefore a need to contemplate adequate
regulation in the agricultural sector, in order to avoid human rights abuses, incessant health
challenges and environmental degradation that were hitherto not envisaged but experienced
by the oil and gas exploration activities in the Niger Delta region.
The starting point to this approach will be to identify and examine human right abuses that
are currently experienced in the small and medium scale agricultural activities in Nigeria.
This will enable projections on what areas need to be regulated, before large scale
agricultural activities erupt and engulf the agro-allied industry. This demand is grounded on
the ideals of equality and justice, as provided under Section 17(1) of the Constitution.3 Under
subsection 2 of this provision, the state will ensure that every citizen shall have equality of
rights, obligations and opportunities before the law; the sanctity of the human person shall be
recognised and human dignity shall be maintained and enhanced; governmental actions shall
be humane; and the exploitation of human or natural resources in any form whatsoever for
reasons, other than the good of the community, shall be prevented.
The UN Global Compact,4 under Principles 1 and 2 require businesses to support and respect
the protection of internationally proclaimed human rights; and make sure that they are not
complicit in human rights abuses. There is also a duty on every citizen under the Nigerian
Constitution to abide by the Constitution, respect its ideals and its institutions, and respect the
rights and legitimate interests of others.5 This will include all recognized human rights.
Upholding human rights in doing agricultural businesses will not only mean abiding by the
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rule of law but will contribute to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) One,
Two, Three, Five, Six, Eight, Ten, Twelve, Thirteen and Sixteen.6
This paper seeks to identify and examine the varied cases of human rights violations and
discriminatory practices that arise from agricultural activities in Nigeria. After this
introduction is the section that lays the conceptual and theoretical frameworks for discussion.
Section three examines human right issues in agricultural businesses in Nigeria. Section four
examines the role of the law in addressing the injustices in agricultural businesses in Nigeria.
The last section concludes the paper with recommendations on proactive strategies in
combating these menaces before Nigeria embarks on large scale agricultural activities so as
to thwart its ill effects on human lives, properties and the environment.

2.0 CONCEPTUAL AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

2.1 The concept of Human rights
Early theorists postulated that human beings had some specific inalienable rights in
themselves as human rights which they were endowed with by nature and that these rights
gave rise to duties on the part of the State and other individuals in the society to respect
them.7 These are sometimes referred to as „human rights‟, „fundamental human rights‟ „basic
rights‟ or „natural rights‟. Although usually used interchangeably, these phrases do not mean
the same thing. It could be said that 'fundamental' or 'basic' rights are those rights which must
not be taken away by any legislation or act of the state, except under certain qualified
conditions.8 They are often set out in the fundamental law of the country, for example in the
Constitution. In Nigeria, these are set out under Chapter IV of the Nigerian Constitution.
Conversely, 'natural' or 'common' rights, are seen as belonging to all men and women9 by
virtue of their human nature, thus the general name- human rights.10 Human rights are
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generally classified into three categories, namely; first, second and third generation rights;
following their historical development. The first generation consists of civil and political
rights. These are the customary rights of the individual against the state and they exhibit the
laissez-faire doctrine of non-interference. The second generation consists of economic, social
and cultural rights. This category comprises rights founded on the status of the individual as a
member of the society.11 Unlike first generation rights; social, economic and cultural rights
necessitate more positive actions on the part of the state to deliver or at the minimum, create
conditions for access to facilities considered vital for contemporary life. The third generation
rights are fairly recent in origin. These rights are described as solidarity rights, as they are
collective in nature and depend on international co-operation for their realization.12 In
Nigeria, the second and third generation rights are mostly found under Chapter II of the
Constitution.
There have been arguments as to whether the categorization of human rights depicts the
priority and precedence of one generation from another. Today, most people are in agreement
that all human rights are equal, indivisible and interdependent. 13 It is on this note that
discussions in this paper use human rights to include the three generations of rights.

2.2 Agricultural businesses
Agricultural business, also commonly referred to as

„agribusiness‟, is the farming,

production, management, processing and marketing of agricultural commodities, such as
crops, livestock and fiber.14 It encompasses all the steps required to send an agricultural
produce to market.15 All agents of the food and fiber value chain and the institutions that
influence it form the agribusiness system.
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The term agribusiness has however, been used negatively and synonymously with corporate
farming or large-scale commercial agricultural operations. Oddly, too, the term has been
frequently used for any agriculturally-related business that supplies farm inputs, such as farm
machinery and seed supply.16 Discussions here do not adopt these connotations. Agribusiness
as used in this paper refers to any business involved in farming, processing and marketing of
farm

produces.

2.3 Rule of law
Rule of law as defined by the United Nations refers to „…a principle of governance in which
all persons, institutions and entities... are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated,
equally enforced and independently adjudicated, and which are consistent with international
human rights norms and standards.17 The most important principles of the rule of law, as will
be applied in this paper, are that laws are clear, publicized, stable, and just; are applied
evenly; and protect fundamental rights, including the security of persons and property and
certain core human rights.18 In this vein, the paper adopts the approach that explicit laws and
regulations should be made and implemented to govern agricultural activities and businesses
in order to protect human lives, property and the environment.
Secondly, the paper embraces Principles 1 and 2 of the UN Global Compact to require that
businesses19 in the agricultural sector respect human rights and are not complicit in human
right abuses. It also enjoins citizens to respect the rights and legitimate interests of others as
provided for under Section 24(c) of the Constitution, even where they do not agree with the
rules.
Discussions here will therefore flow from these bases and be guided by the precepts of these
principles.
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3.0 HUMAN RIGHT ISSUES IN AGRICULTURAL BUSINESSES IN NIGERIA
As stated above, the human rights to be discussed under this section will include first, second
and third generation rights. The approach to discussion here will be to identify the legal
instruments backing up each right, deliberate on any abuse of such rights, with regards to
agricultural development in Nigeria while the next section proffers clarifications on how the
law can mitigate such abuses.

3.1 Right to life and right to property
The taking of life of any person is prohibited, except under lawful circumstances as provided
under Section 33 (1) and (2) of the Constitution.20 Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) provides that, „everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person.‟ Article 4 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Right (ACHPR) provides
that, „every human being shall be entitled to respect for his life and the integrity of his person.
No one may be arbitrarily deprived of this right.‟ In a like manner, everyone has a right to
own property anywhere in Nigeria.21 Article 17(2) of the UDHR provides that, „no one shall
be arbitrarily deprived of his property‟. Article 14 of the ACHPR states that „the right to
property shall be guaranteed.‟
Notwithstanding these provisions, abuses of the rights to life and property are glaring in
farmers-herders clashes arising from the incompatible agricultural use of land and water. In
the past few years, fights over land and water between Fulani herders and farmers across
Nigeria have left thousands of people dead.22 Properties worth billions of naira have been
destroyed.23 These have led to loss of human and financial resources that adversely affect the
Nigerian economy. More importantly, they amount to infringements on the rights of life and
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property of the inhabitants of these conflict-prone zones24 and demand protection by the
government.
In a study of crisis in Nigeria between 1991 and 2005, it was found that conflicts over
agricultural land use between farmers and herdsmen accounted for 35% of all reported
crises.25 This percentage may have increased significantly, in the light of the recent incessant
attacks. Another study of communities in North Central Nigeria (NCN) showed that over
40% of the households surveyed had experienced agricultural land related conflicts. 26 Some
of the farmer-herder clashes include the 2002 and 2004 clashes in the Yelwa-Shendam area
of Plateau state in which thousands lost their lives;27 the 2012 crisis in Gwako community,
FCT between farmers and herdsmen,28 the 2013 violent clashes in Nasarrawa State which
claimed 667 lives and destroyed properties worth over ₦2.3billion;29 the 2014 clash between
Eggon ethnic group and herders at Alingani in Nasarrawa State;30 the 2016 incessant
communal clashes in Benue State between the Agatu farmers and the Fulani herdsmen, with
an estimation that over 5,000 persons were killed in one of such clashes;31 the 2017 clash
between Gbagyi farmers and herdsmen in Niger state;32 and the 2017 clash in Yakira
community in Kwara State; all in the North-Central geo-political zone.33 More Nigerian
communities have also been affected by the farmer-herders clash as seen in Nimbo,
Galadima, Obiaruku, Abraka, Tarka, Buruku, Ngodo, Biogbolo ,34 and the recent clash in
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Gembu-mambila area in Sardauna Local Government Taraba State where several persons
were killed and over 15,000 cattle were either killed, maimed or rustled.35
This has propelled some State Houses of Assembly to promulgate laws that will mitigate
these conflicts. Ekiti State has passed laws that prohibit grazing with arms to help curb the
menace, as this predisposes violations of right to life.36 Benue State has recently passed a law
which prohibits open grazing and movement of livestock on foot within and across Benue
State. It also prohibits cattle rustling, with different punishments for each offence. There is
also a pending Open Grazing Prohibition and Ranchers Establishment Bill 2017 in Taraba
State. All these are efforts by the different states to help deter violations of the rights to life
and property.
The extent to which these laws will help in curbing the farmers-herders conflict is not clear as
the Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria and some other socio-cultural
groups have vowed to challenge the laws,37 describing them as obnoxious and an
infringement on the cultural rights of the herders. It must however, be noted that while the
government is required under Section 21 of the Constitution to protect, preserve and promote
Nigerian cultures, it must be those which enhance human dignity; are consistent with the
fundamental objectives as provided in Chapter 2 and within the duty to restrict movements in
the interest of public order and safety as provided for, under Section 45 of the Constitution.

3.2 Right to health
The Nigerian State shall direct its policies to ensure that the health, safety and welfare of all
persons in employment are safeguarded and not endangered or abused. 38 Article 25 (1) of the
UDHR provides that, everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health
and well-being of himself and of his family. Article 16 (2) of ACHPR provides that States
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shall take the necessary measures to protect the health of their people. These provisions are to
the effect that the government should make laws that protect the health and well- being of its
citizens. Therefore, conditions and activities that jeopardise human health constitute a threat
to their health and well-being and could be a violation of the right to health.
Studies have shown the relationship between chemical use in agriculture and health risks and
safety in Nigeria.39 The abuse or misuse of agrichemicals by farmers during production and
storage of farm produce have had serious health effects in Nigeria.40 Antibiotic residues have
been discovered in meat from livestock with heavy concentrations found in the liver and
other internal organs, that lead to antibiotics resistance.41 Farmers, their workers and
bystanders are exposed to the adverse effects of pesticides through selling, storing,
transporting, application, spillage and disposal.42 There have also been reported cases of food
poisoning from use of chemical preservatives in Nigeria. The use of certain lethal
preservatives in yam processing led to food poisoning among families in Kano State. 43 There
was lead poisoning in Zamfara State which caused the death of dozens of infants and
children.44 There have also been allegations of „killer beans‟ causing food poisoning due to
the chemical used for its storage.45 Carbide46 is used by fruit sellers in Nigeria to quicken the
ripening of fruits, notwithstanding its health implications47
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From the foregoing, it is obvious that the right to health of both the producers and consumers
of agricultural produces farmed with harmful agrichemicals are threatened and violated and
therefore require protection, with extant laws. The National Agency for Food and Drug
Administration and Control (NAFDAC) is mandated to regulate the use of agrichemicals as
they affect human consumption.48 Following its power to make regulations under S. 30 (c)
NAFDAC Act, the agency has made some regulations and drafted guidelines for registration
and use of some agrichemicals. Some of these regulations are weak, unenforced and not
adequate to ensure the safety of consumers who consume food produced with the use of
agrichemicals.
For example, though paragraph D1 & 2 of Guidelines for Pesticide Registration in Nigeria 49,
provides for adequate labelling, considering the low literacy level of Nigerian farmers, there
should be a requirement for precautionary diagrams to inform illiterate farmers adequately.
More so, while it is required under Section 1 of Food Additives Regulations 2005 50 that food
additive must have a label which carries a quantitative statement of the amount of each
additive present, not in excess of the amount prescribed in the Codex standards for food
additives, evidence exist to show that agricultural products are stored and sold with chemical
preservatives without adequate labelling and warning especially by illiterate farmers and
traders who may not even be aware of Codex standards for food additives while they apply
food colours and preservatives. Though Section 6 of the Regulation prohibits the sale of food
additives in excess of Codex standards and there is a penalty for contravening this rule under
Section 11, it remains to see violators being prosecuted by the agency.

3.3 Rights to clean water and a healthy environment
„The State shall protect and improve the environment and safeguard the water, air and land,
forest and wild life of Nigeria.‟51 Article 24 of the ACHPR provides that all peoples shall
46
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have the right to a general satisfactory environment favourable to their development. These
provisions impose a duty on the Nigerian government to protect the environment and prevent
the creation of environmental conditions that will be hazardous to human life. In discharging
this duty, the National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency
(NESDREA) was established and empowered under Section 7a & c of NESDREA Act, to
enforce compliance with laws, guidelines, policies and standards, including international
conventions on environmental matters, chemicals, hazardous wastes, marine and wild life,
pollution, sanitation and such other environmental agreement.52
This Act is very important in protecting the rights to clean water and a healthy environment.
This is necessary as recent studies in Nigeria have shown that agricultural activities, products
and wastes now constitute one of the major causes of water pollution.53 Pesticides, fertilizers,
and herbicides contain harmful substances that runoff and contaminate surface and ground
water sources. Animal and plant wastes that are indiscriminately disposed obstruct the flow
of water bodies. Inefficient agricultural activities in soil tillage and deforestation activities
release particles into water sources that reduce the quality of water from these sources and
degrade the environment.
Presently, there are few cases that have dealt with the enforcement of the right to a clean and
healthy environment in Nigeria. In the case of Jonah Gbemre v. Shell Petroleum
Development Company (SPDC) & Others,54 the Court held that the actions of the
Respondents in continuing to flare gas in the course of their oil exploration activities in the
applicants' community amounted to a gross violation of their fundamental rights to life
including their rights to a healthy environment and dignity of the human person, as
52
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guaranteed under sections 33 and 34 of the Nigerian Constitution and Articles 16 and 24 of
the ACHPR. The Defendants had argued, though not to the satisfaction of the court, that gas
flaring could not constitute a human rights violation since it was permitted under Nigerian
law.55
However, in Okpala v. SPDC,56 the court in reaching its decision refused to be persuaded by
the decision in the earlier case of Gbemre v. SPDC, by holding that the rights to life and
dignity guaranteed under sections 33 and 34 of the Constitution cannot be claimed by a
community but by each person in the community who feels that his individual right has been
infringed upon. It also held that the applicants could not maintain action in a representative
suit as there was no common grievance or common benefit. This position of the court clearly
depicts a barrier to the judicial enforcement of environmental rights in Nigeria. By insisting
that aggrieved individuals must personally enforce their individual human rights, this
decision implies that where individuals in a community or locality are generally disturbed by
environmental pollution and subsequently seek to enforce their rights to a clean environment,
they can only do so individually, even where the vast majority of people affected by the
environmental pollution are too poor to meet the financial requirements of individually
litigating their environmental rights. This precedent can therefore discourage judicial
recourse, by victims, against the perpetrators of environmental pollution.57
Businesses in the agricultural sector should notwithstanding the decision of this latter case,
uphold Principles 7, 8 and 9 of the UN Global Compact which state that businesses should
support a precautionary approach to environmental challenges; undertake initiatives to
promote greater environmental responsibility; and encourage the development and diffusion
of environmentally friendly technologies, respectively.

3.4 Labor rights and safety standards
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The International Labour Organisation (ILO) says that „at least 170,000 agricultural workers
across the world are killed at work each year.‟58 Workers in agriculture run twice the risk of
dying on the job compared to workers in other sectors.59 Millions more are seriously injured
in workplace accidents involving agricultural machinery or are poisoned by chemicals. In
Nigeria, agriculture is one of the main locations of child labour because of the poverty faced
by rural communities. Women workers face reproductive hazards, including spontaneous
abortion, as a result of exposure to pesticides,60 and face significant discrimination in rural
labour markets, where men are paid more than women for the same work load.61
A workshop by the Agriculture and Allied Employees‟ Union of Nigeria62 in December 2011,
at a state-owned palm oil company in Nigeria where over 2,000 workers live and work,
revealed types of accidents or illnesses the workers had experienced as a result of their work.
Fatalities and injuries resulting from falling palm fruits, losing a finger from an accident with
machinery, and a man who was blinded by acid but was simply sacked by management
without any compensation were reported.63 Unfortunately too, children in Nigeria are
engaged in the worst forms of child labor in rural areas, where most children work in
agriculture, using dangerous tools, carrying heavy loads and working long hours for very
little or no pay. 64 Children in Nigerian riverine communities are engaged in fishing. Many of
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these children work long hours processing fish and are at risk of drowning and waterborne
diseases.65
These are notwithstanding certain provisions that seek to protect and ensure labor and safety
standards. Section 17 (3) of the Nigerian Constitution provides that the State shall direct its
policy towards ensuring that conditions of work are just and humane; the health, safety and
welfare of all persons in employment are safeguarded and not endangered or abused; and that
there is equal pay for equal work without discrimination on account of sex, or on any other
ground whatsoever. Article 23 of UDHR provides that everyone has the right to favourable
conditions of work; and without any discrimination, have the right to equal pay for equal
work. Article 15 of ACHPR provides that every individual shall have the right to work under
equitable and satisfactory conditions, and shall receive equal pay for equal work. Articles 6
and 7 of ILO Convention 18466 seek to “ensure the safety and health of workers; mandate
employers to carry out appropriate risk assessments in relation to the safety and health of
workers and adopt preventive and protective measures. The Workmen Compensation Act,
2010 guarantees a fair system and adequate compensation for all employees in the agriculture
sector or their dependants for any death, injury, disease or disability arising out of or in the
course of employment.67
Unfortunately however, the Labor Act allows child labour in agriculture by family
members.68 This provision is usually abused to encourage all sorts of child labour in the
agricultural sector.

Neither Nigeria‟s Labor Act nor the Child Rights Act lays out a

comprehensive list of hazardous activities prohibited to children nor do they establish a clear
minimum age for hazardous work.69 Unfortunately too, many agricultural workers are
employed on a casual basis, which allows their employers to circumvent their legal
responsibilities to the workers.70
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3.5 Effect of corruption on right to food
Human rights can be constrained by corrupt practices. Occasionally, corruption can result to
human rights violations even where it will not itself violate a human right.71 Corruption will
be deemed to violate human rights in an implicit manner, when a corrupt system constitutes a
crucial contributing factor in a chain of events that eventually leads to a violation of a right.72
For example, the right to food,73 of the community is threatened by corrupt practices in the
agricultural sector in Nigeria. The right to food requires States to provide an enabling
environment in which people can use their full potential to produce or procure adequate food
for themselves and their families.74 There have however, been allegations of corruption in the
fertilizer distribution chain to rural farmers in Nigeria,75 which lead to decreased food
production, increased cost of production and invariably increase in scarcity and food prices.
This will affect food availability and affordability, key factors in food security.
The government of Nigeria has formulated several good agricultural policies targeted to boost
food production but such policies have been found inefficient and unproductive due to
corrupt cliques, making the envisioned results of the policies unattainable. 76 Corrupt
conspiracy between government officials and private sector in licensing and supply of
agricultural deliveries; undelivered goods and high prices abound.77 The irregular and poor
payment of agricultural workers in the employment of the government informs the reason for
the upsurge of corrupt behaviours in the country. For instance the extension officers are lowly
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paid by the government giving room for corrupt practices.78 The Nigerian Agricultural
Transformation Agenda‟s introduction of e-wallet through mobile phones has been claimed
to have boosted food production and saved billions of naira.79

Principle 10 of the UN global Compact enjoins businesses to work against corruption in all
its forms, including extortion and bribery. This is a point to bear in mind as large scale
agricultural activities start.

4.0 ROLE OF THE LAW IN ADDRESSING INJUSTICE IN AGRI-BUSINESSES
The rule of law theory requires that clear laws are made public for the governance of
activities of the citizens. Governments must therefore make adequate and explicit laws. This
must be followed by proper implementation by government agencies and where the situation
arises, interpreted by judges and arbitrators. It must nonetheless be noted that land, a key
factor in agriculture is vested with the state government.80 Agriculture and grazing are in the
domain of the state and local governments.81 Therefore, laws governing agricultural activities
with regards to these can only be legislated upon by the different State Houses of Assembly.
Health, environmental, labour and safety matters should be legislated upon by the National
Assembly for the whole country.82
Following this and the need to preserve public safety and order, any State House of Assembly
can validly enact a law on grazing or agricultural use of land, as provided under the
78
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Constitution.83 Effective prosecution of offences in these laws will help to deter offenders.
For the law on grazing, given the mobile movement cycle of the herders, mobile courts are
more likely to be more effective in bringing justice in order to avoid excessive delays, which
make parties resort to self-help. If the mobile courts can handle the smaller offences, they
would not escalate to more serious offences.84
The laws on use of agricultural chemicals are weak and not explicit on recommended
thresholds. A major setback in the laws to adequately address injustice in the agricultural
sector is lack of implementation. There is lack of political will and absence of synergy
between the overlapping institutions that are mandated to supervise food safety, hazardous
chemical use and environmental matters. The proliferation of regulatory agencies without
explicit focus on the inevitable overlapping functions will lead to conflict, confusion and
reduce the chances of law enforcement. Therefore, there is need for a coordinated synergy
amongst these agencies. Public campaigns on the harmful effects of chemicals like carbide
should be embarked on to make the trading and consuming public aware and Integrated Pest
Management techniques should be promoted.85 The National Biosafety Management Agency
should also ensure the safety of genetically modified products that are allowed into Nigeria,
so as not to adversely affect the health of Nigerians.
There is an implementation problem with NESDREA in enforcing compliance with laws,
guidelines, policies and standards on environmental matters, chemicals, hazardous wastes,
marine and wild life, pollution and sanitation. Effective implementation and prosecution of
offenders will deter pollutants. Adequate budgetary allocations should also be provided in
percentages, to enable the agency carry out its mandate.
As regards labour and safety standards, there is need to amend the Labor Act to make the
minimum age, and provisions related to light work, adapt to international standards. The
differing and inconsistent provisions in the Child Rights Act and the Labor Act with regard to
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definitions and ages of a child should be addressed.86 The Labour Act prohibits different
activities for different ages of a child or young child.87 It prohibits children from engaging in
industrial undertakings but allows them to engage in agriculture. This will mean that without
any explicit provision, a child can validly engage in the use of pesticides, which though
harmful to the child, can be qualified as being an activity in agriculture and not an industrial
undertaking.88 This is notwithstanding the section that prohibits any activity that is injurious or
dangerous to a young person‟s health,89 as this provision does not cover a child that is involved

in such an activity. Therefore, a child of fifteen years can legally engage in spraying
pesticides, an agricultural activity that is dangerous to his health. Consequently, a
comprehensive list of hazardous undertakings prohibited to minors and a specific age for
hazardous work should be published and widely circulated, especially in the local languages.
There is also a need to toughen penalties for child labor violations.90
The action of the Chief Justice of Nigeria in 2009 to restructure the procedures for enforcing
the fundamental human rights enshrined in Chapter IV of the 1999 Constitution of Nigeria by
establishing the Fundamental Rights (Enforcement Procedure) Rules of 2009 is
commendable. The new Rules now stipulate that "rights" there will include any of the rights
provided for in Chapter IV of the Constitution, as well as any of the rights specified in the
African Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other instruments in the
United Nations human rights system.91 A significant development under the new Rules has
been its recognition of the use of public interest litigation in the actualisation of the human
rights. Accordingly, it provides that:
„The court shall encourage and welcome public interest litigations in the human rights field
and no human rights case may be dismissed or struck out for want of locus standi. In
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particular, human rights activists, advocates, or groups as well as any non-governmental
organizations, may institute human rights application on behalf of any potential applicant.92
It further provides that in a human rights litigation, the applicant may include anyone acting
in his own interest; anyone acting on behalf of another person; anyone acting as a member of,
or in the interest of, a group or class of persons; anyone acting in the public interest; and an
association acting in the interest of its members or other individuals or groups.93
With the recognition of the concept of public interest litigation under the Fundamental Rights
(Enforcement Procedure) Rules, it has now become easier for individuals, communities and
non-governmental organisations to enhance the realisation of the rights to health, food, clean
water and healthy environment under the African Charter.94
Therefore, communities can institute actions and challenge pollution of their environments by
agricultural activities.

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Before large scale agricultural businesses overwhelm the agricultural sector, there is need to
contemplate the adequacy of current regulation in the sector and ensure proper
implementations so as to avoid adverse effects of agricultural activities on the life, health and
environment of Nigerians. Human rights abuses have been identified as they currently happen
today, and this allows for projections on what areas need to be toughened in the nearest future
to come.
Existing regulatory agencies should synergise in a coordinated effort to allow efficiency,
reduce corruption and hold human right violators accountable. With regards to right to life
and property, especially as it concerns farmer-herders conflicts, existing state laws should be
implemented, and offenders should be prosecuted by the law enforcement agencies.95 New
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laws should be promulgated in states where they do not exist. The NAFDAC and NABMA
are agencies primarily to regulate the safety of food and GMOs, so that they do not constitute
health challenges for the public. They must live up to their mandate by partnering with other
key agencies and ministries, including state and local government authorities.
The NESDREA should enforce compliance with environment standards especially with
regards to pesticide use; air, water and land pollution. The public interest litigation allowed
by the new Fundamental Rights Procedure Rules should be exploited, in bringing violators of
healthy environment rights to justice. The principles in the UN Global Compact and the SDG
goals on the environment should be incorporated in doing agricultural businesses in Nigeria.
The Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund should enforce adequate compensation for injured
or dead agricultural workers. The labour organisations should create awareness on members
on labour and safety standards required. The women and child rights groups should expose
discriminatory practices and child abuses as they occur in the sector. The general public
should be conscious of and demand for accountability in contracts for supply of agricultural
deliverables to farmers.
An efficient and fair judicial system must exist to serve as the final arbiter where there is
ambiguity in laws, agricultural disputes or allegations of corruption in the agricultural sector.
Adequate legal framework to regulate activities with an efficient judicial system will improve
the lives and health of employees in the sector, mitigate environmental degradation, which
ultimately affects doing business as well as promote investor confidence in the sector. These
will create an enabling environment for worker‟s productivity to increase, agricultural
businesses to flourish and large scale agricultural investments to be attracted to ensure that
food is produced, processed and promoted in Nigeria in a sustainable manner, unrestricted by
human wrongs.
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